
THE MATOLA RAID 
2. The people 
The human toll 
The Matola Raid caused the deaths of some 20 people. Thirteen ANC cadres were 
killed or mortally wounded. Five other cadres were abducted, and at least one was 
subjected to prolonged torture, then executed.  
 
For the cadres’ families, uncertainty and grief were compounded by Apartheid state 
prohibitions on attending the funeral in Maputo. 
 
A Portuguese citizen – an electrical engineer helping Mozambique’s power supply 
agency – drove accidentally into one of the raiders’ roadblocks, and was shot dead. 
________________ 
 
The fate of the abductees 
The raiders abducted four ANC cadres: Selby Vuyani Mavuso, Thibe Ntsekang, 
Albert Mahutso and David Thobela. 
 
During post-Apartheid South Africa’s Truth & Reconciliation hearings, Mavuso’s fate 
was revealed.  After continually refusing to succumb to interrogation, he had been 
handed over to the notorious “Vlakplaas” unit, tortured, and killed. 
 
Ntsekang is also believed to have been sent to “Vlakplaas” where he became an 
“askari” – an informant for the apartheid regime. 
 
Mahutso survived and is believed to have died in August 2013.  Nothing is known of 
his life after his abduction in 1981. 
 
Thobela resurfaced in Mozambique some years after the raid.  The circumstances of 
his release were mysterious, and his former comrades dissociated themselves from 
him.    
 
While many believed that ANC cadre Collin Khumalo was also abducted during the 
Matola Raid, recent evidence shows that he was in fact captured by the Security 
Police at Bhunye police station in Swaziland in 1984, and not at Matola in 1981.  
 
_________ 
 
 
Profiling the deceased cadres 
Some of the ANC cadres who died in the Matola Raid were charismatic leaders, 
whose deeds and personalities are on historical record. Others were less well-
known, being newer or more junior in the ANC’s ranks, or simply discreet about their 
backgrounds. In a milieu rife with the Apartheid state’s informers, personal talk could 
carry terrible costs for other comrades, or for family members back home.  
 
Thus it is difficult to profile each deceased cadre equally. Wherever the profiles that 
follow are incomplete, it is hoped that surviving family members, friends or comrades 
will come forward with more information. 
 



____________ 
 
 
Profiles 
 
Profile:  Thabang Victor Bookholane 
(Born 21 December 1959, killed in the Matola Raid) 
ANC cadre Thabang went by the nom de guerre “Henry”.  He was one of 15 children.  
Raised first in Port Elizabeth, then Soweto, he was educated politically by his 
stepmother, Feziwe Chiwula, a nursing sister with strong ANC sympathies.  In his 
teens, Thabang became a notable student activist.  Feziwe was arrested in 1977, 
after the Apartheid authorities discovered an arms-cache in the family home.  
Thabang was kept under house arrest and monitored by the security police, but 
managed to escape to Lesotho and thence to Mozambique. 
 
Three decades after the raid, Thabang’s family members could still powerfully recall 
their shock and grief on learning of his death. 
 
 
Profile:  Mduduzi Eric Guma 
(Born 4 April 1950, killed in the Matola Raid) 
Mduduzi was a commander of MK’s Natal Operations.  He was known by the combat 
name “Manqoba”, meaning “Conqueror”.  He grew up in KwaMashu, outside Durban, 
and – having lost his father at age two – was raised by his mother, who was a 
domestic worker. 
 
A lawyer by training, and also a South African Communist Party stalwart, Mduduzi 
was remembered as “an avid reader of political tracts, who paid great attention to the 
Marxist classics”.  He wrote for the MK journal Dawn under the pen-name Conqueror 
Ntswana. 
 
He was survived by his wife Lindelwa and their two children, who were living in 
Swaziland at the time of the raid. 
 
Profile:  Lancelot Mfanafuthi Hadebe 
(Born 28 January 1953, killed in the Matola Raid) 
ANC cadre Lancelot was known as “Mgabadeli”.  He was born and raised in the 
Durban area.  His lifelong ambition was to become a lawyer, and for a time he 
worked as a clerk for the prominent anti-Apartheid lawyer Griffiths Mxenge. 
 
Relatives recall that he was an avid reader of banned political literature, which his 
sister Nombeko would hide for him. 
 
When news of Lancelot’s death reached home, his brother Thembinkosi tried to 
travel to Mozambique to attend the funeral – but was turned back by Apartheid state 
officials.  
 
 
Profile:  William Fano Khanyile 
(Born 15 September 1935, killed in the Matola Raid) 



William was a prominent trade unionist; in 1980, he had visited Sweden to lobby for 
support on SACTU’s behalf. 

William was born and raised near Pietermaritzburg.  He took an early interest in 
Marxism, and as a hospital worker, mobilised fellow-workers into a “pound-a-day 
strike”. 

By the 1960s he was a full-time ANC activist.  He was arrested, and sentenced to 
eight years on Robben Island.  He met Eleanor Makhoba there, during one of her 
fleeting visits to an imprisoned relative, and they married in 1974. 

Eleanor planned to join William in exile in Maputo.  Instead, she attended his funeral. 

 
 
Profile:  Bhekumuzi Magubane 
(Born 11 November 1956, killed in the Matola Raid) 
ANC cadre Bhekumuzi, better known as Bheki, was born and raised in 
Pietermaritzburg.  As a youth, he was a talented singer and jazz musician – and an 
ANC sympathiser.  When his elder brother Truman was arrested for ANC activities, 
Bheki was put under pressure to become a state witness.  Bheki escaped into exile 
in 1975, to resurface as an MK cadre in Angola in 1977 operating under the alias 
“Felix Manana”.  After several months of additional training in East Germany in 1978, 
he was transferred to Mozambique. 
 
When Bheki’s family was prevented from attending his funeral, the renowned anti-
Apartheid campaigner Victoria Mxenge attended on their behalf. 
 
 
 
Profile:  Levison Mandisi Manakaza 
(Born 27 December 1959, killed in the Matola Raid) 
ANC cadre Levison, who was born and raised in Soweto, made his life-commitment 
to the liberation struggle while still at school.  He left South Africa in October 1976, 
after coming under police surveillance, and adopted the combat name “Solly”. 
 
News of his death at Matola reached his parents Manono and Zanele by telegram.  
They tried to travel to his funeral, but were prevented by the Apartheid state 
authorities. 
 
 
Profile:  Montso Mokgabudi 
(Born 11 April 1951, died of wounds received in the Matola Raid) 
Obadi (as Montso was always known) was a charismatic MK Commander, whom 
Ronnie Kasrils recalls as “epitomising the style and dash of the Soweto generation”. 
 
Obadi was raised in Orlando, where his mother worked as a hospital-matron.  He 
began to study law at the University of Turfloop, but dropped out in the wake of 
student unrest and his growing political commitments.  Around 1975/76, he left South 
Africa for the Soviet Union, where he received advanced training in sabotage 
techniques and bomb technology. 



 
Obadi was not killed outright in the Matola Raid, but died in hospital afterwards. 
 
 
Profile:  Krishna Rabilal 
(Born 6 November 1952, killed in the Matola Raid) 
Some months before the Matola Raid, Krishna played a leading role in MK’s high-
profile attack on Sasol refineries. 
 
He is remembered as a dedicated Natal Indian Congress member, who “always 
placed the interests of the working class and the poor at the forefront of his 
community work”.  In 1977, appalled at the brutal suppression of the Soweto student 
uprising, he joined the ANC underground. 
 
He underwent military training in Angola and East Germany, and was then deployed 
from Mozambique.  He operated under various names, including “Goodwin” and 
“Ashok”. 
 
After the raid, Krishna’s family travelled to Maputo, and performed Hindu rites at the 
funeral. 
 
 
Profile:  Sizinzo Wilberforce Skweyiya 
(Born 25 February 1943, killed in the Matola Raid) 
ANC cadre Sizinzo was schooled in Durban.  He was employed as a driver, but his 
“real work” was political activism, and he came under increasing police surveillance.  
He escaped into Swaziland in 1978, abandoning the company car at the airport.  
After this, little is known about his covert work for the ANC. 
 
Sizinzo’s wife Mary-Jane, whom he married in 1965, still vividly recalls seeing 
photographs of her husband, dead, with a gaping wound in his forehead, and the 
white double-storey house where he was killed. 
 
The anti-Apartheid lawyer Griffiths Mxenge helped Sizinzo’s family to attend his 
funeral.   
 
 
The “Unknown Soldiers”:  
 

Mduduzeli Sibanyoni: born 3 June 1931, died 8 June 1981 of wounds 
received in the Matola Raid 

 
Daniel Molebatsi: born 19 June 1931, killed in the Matola Raid 

 
Nduna Mvula: born 20 May 1957, killed in the Matola Raid 

 
Stephen Ngcobo: born 19 March 1953, killed in the Matola Raid 

 
ANC cadres Sibanyoni, Molebatsi, Nduna and Ngcobo are among the “Unknown 
Soldiers” of the liberation struggle. A funeral pamphlet names the home areas of 



those three cadres who were killed outright (all were from Soweto), and Sibanyoni 
and Molebatsi’s given dates of birth suggest they belonged to the older generation of 
freedom fighters. Beyond this, their lifestories, and their roles in the struggle, have 
been lost to history. 
 
It is greatly hoped that more information about each cadre will be brought to light. 
 
 
 


